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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . [x] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Allowance 

1 » Claims 1-14 were previously pending as per the previous office action. 

2. Claims 2-4, 8-10, and 13-14 have been cancelled. 

3. Claims 1 and 7 have been amended to include the previously allowable subject matter contained 
in the currently cancelled claims 4 and 10 respectively. • 

4. Claims 15 and 16 are newly added and contain the subject matter in the independent claims 
combined with the previously allowable subject matter contained in claims 6 and 12 respectively. 

5. Claims 1, 5-7, 11-12, and 15-16 are allowed. 



Examiner 's Statement of Reasons for A llowance 

6. Prior art was found which disclosed: 

An AV communication control circuit, comprising, a copyright protection processing unit 
configured to carry out a copyright protection processing with respect to AVdata entered from an 
A V stream signal line; a selection unit configured to select either one of AV data entered from an 
A V stream signal line and AVdata entered from a general purpose bus; and a transmission 
control unit configured to carry out control for transmitting AVdata selected by the selection unlit 
to a network, (e.g. Okuhara, 6,452,952). 

7. The following is examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record does not teach or render obvious the limitations as recited in dependent 

claims 4-6 and 10-12 of the previously submitted claims, specific to 

an external connection terminal capable of being connected with either one of the A V stream 
signal line and the general purpose bus, for receiving AVdata from one of the AV stream signal 
line and the general purpose bus; another selection unit configured to select a target to supply 
AVdata received at the external connection terminal to either an AV stream internal signal line 
connected to the copyright protection processing unit or a general purpose internal bus 
connected to the selection unit; and a selection control unit configured to control selecting 
operations of the selection unit and the another selection unit in synchronization. 

8. Applicant's amendments of the independent claims 1 and 7 to include the above subject matter of 
claims 4 and 10 render said independent claims allowable. 

9. Claims 5-6 and claims 11-12 depend on independent claims 1 and 7 respectively. Dependent 
claims are allowable as they depend from an allowable independent claim. 
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10. Claims 15 and 16 contain the subject matter of independent claims 1 and 7 of the previously 
submitted claims combined with the allowable subject matter of claims 6 and 12 respectively from 
the previously submitted claims. Thus claims 15 and 16 are allowed. 

1 1. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. 
Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 

Points of Contact 

*. Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulaney Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Daniel L. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270-1019. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Nasser Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel L. Hoang 
8/02/07 
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